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KATA MHKOX KAI BAPOX XYNOEXH TOY TAAYKOY KAPXAPIA
(PRIONACE GLAUCA) XTHN ANATOAIKH MEXOI'EIO
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Katd v mepiodo 1998-2001, 116 dtopa yAowko¥ kapyapio (Prionace glauca), to cuvn0é-
GTEPO KOl CULOVTIKOTEPO GUVOOO OAMEVLLO KOPYOPLOY GTNV OMEID LEYAAWDY TEAAYIKMV YOPIDV
g AvatoAikng Mecoyeiov, petprinkay pe oxond vo peletndei n Katd pikog Kot Katd Bapog
ovvbeon avtov Tov gidove. To oAkd pnkog Kot to Kabapd Papog kopdvonkay amd 100,5 Emg
329,0 cm xon 2,5 éwg 81,0 kg avtiotora. XtaTioTikd onUavTIKEG S10popEg mapoTpHOnKoy
(Kruskall-Wallis test), peta&d tov oMKOV pNKOV TOG0 TOV TEPLOYDOV TPoéievong (Atyaio, Iovio,
AeBavtiv) 660 Kot TOV OMEVTIKOV £pYOAEI®V (Taparyddl LoKpOTTEPOL TOVVOV, ELPomapiyndo,
OUEPTKAVIKOV TOTOV Elpomapdyado). Xtnv meployn TS AePavtiving cuAMEONKaY To peyaldTe-
pa dropa, eved ta pkpoTepa oto I6vio. Eniong, dtomictdOnie 0Tt To Tpiat S10popETIKE OAEVTIKA
EPYOAEID GTOYXEVOVV GE SAUPOPETIKEG NAIKIOKES KAAGELS. AaUPAvovTog VITOYT OTL TO HEGO PEYE-
0o¢ TV YAovkdv kapyoaplov e Avatodkng Mecsoyeiov (216,4 cm), elvar amd to peyolvtepa
7oV £yovv avapepel PEYPL TOPO GTOV KOGUO Kot TOVG younAovg deikteg apboviag, pmopovpe
va, vroBécovpe Tt LEIGTATOL NAMKIIKOG S1oY®OPIoUOS OPEILOUEVOS TOOVE GTO LETOVUCTEVTIKO
GYNLLO TOV €100VG.
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A total of 116 blue shark (Prionace glauca), the most abundant and important shark by-
catch in the large pelagic fisheries was sampled during the period 1998-2001 in the Eastern
Mediterranean Sea, to study the size distribution of this species. Total length (TL) and dressed
weight (DW) ranged from 100.5 to 329.0 cm and from 2.5 to 81.0 kg respectively. Statistically
significant differences in total lengths (Kruskall-Wallis test) were found amongst the various
sampling areas (Aegean and lonian Sea, Levantine basin) and fishing gears (albacore, swordfish
and American type swordfish longline). The larger animals were observed in the Levantine basin
area, while the smaller ones in the Ionian Sea. Moreover, it was noticed that different fishing
gears target different size and age classes. Considering that the mean size of blue shark in the
Eastern Mediterranean (216.4 cm) was of the larger reported in the world together withthe low
abundance indices, we could assume segregation by size due to a possible migratory pattern for
this species in the region.
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